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HALLS CREEK � ALCOHOL RESTRICTIONS 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Mental Health) [9.05 am]: I rise today to speak about measures to 
address the disturbing level of alcohol-related harm that is occurring in the community of Halls Creek and 
impacting on community members� wellbeing and mental health. This is a very serious matter and I strongly 
support the Director of Liquor Licensing�s decision to implement broader and stronger alcohol restrictions in 
Halls Creek. The Drug and Alcohol Office is already supporting the community to coordinate the development 
of an alcohol management plan for Halls Creek, which will include elements of prevention, treatment and 
counselling, policing enforcement and community action. 

Our experience in Fitzroy Crossing and other communities where access to alcohol has been restricted tells us 
that, in time, there may be an increased demand for services providing alcohol detoxification, community-based 
counselling and residential rehabilitation, and we are ready to meet this need. Exact details of what will be 
required should become evident over the following weeks, and the Drug and Alcohol Office will work with the 
Halls Creek alcohol management committee to identify and address the ongoing needs of the community. 

In the meantime, and to ensure that there is an effective response available following the introduction of the new 
alcohol restrictions, the Kimberley Community Drug Service Team and the Drug and Alcohol Office have 
identified, through an expression of interest process, two alcohol and drug workers who will temporarily reside 
in Halls Creek to support clients. It is expected that these workers will be available in Halls Creek by the first 
week of June. They will be available for at least three months, or longer, if needed.  

State government alcohol and drug-related services in Halls Creek currently include: the recently upgraded 
hospital, with ability to provide detoxification if required; a five-night-a-week sober-up centre; partial funding of 
a clinical services coordinator based at the Jungarni-Jutiya Alcohol Centre; and access to the east Kimberley 
Ngnowar Aerwah 7 Mile Residential Rehabilitation Centre in Wyndham, which is currently increasing its bed 
capacity This will offer improved bed capacity for Halls Creek clients. The Drug and Alcohol Office will also 
provide workforce development support to alcohol and drug staff in Halls Creek through its workforce 
development and Aboriginal programs unit.  
 


